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Report Highlights: The Taiwan Council of Agriculture (COA) plans to implement the new
regulations for “Imported Organic Agricultural Product and Organic Agricultural Processed
Products” as of January 29, 2009. According to the latest notification on January 22,2009 on
Taiwan’s Executive Yuan web site (see appendix 1)
http://gazette.nat.gov.tw/EG_FileManager/eguploadpub/eg015016/ch07/type2/gov62/num3
5/Eg.htm products manufactured before January 31, 2009 will be exempt from the new
labeling requirements until July 31, 2009. For products manufactured after January 31
2009, imported raw or processed organic agricultural products must be sourced from COA
recognized countries of equivalence and must comply with new labeling requirements. The
importers are required to apply for authorization on a batch basis for their products to
comply with new labeling requirements. Otherwise, they will be barred from claiming
“organic” on their packaging in either Chinese or English.
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Summary

The Taiwan Council of Agriculture (COA) plans to implement the new regulations for
“Imported Organic Agricultural Product and Organic Agricultural Processed Products” as of
January 29, 2009. According to the latest notification on January 22,2009 on Taiwan’s
Executive Yuan web site (see appendix 1)
http://gazette.nat.gov.tw/EG_FileManager/eguploadpub/eg015016/ch07/type2/gov62/num3
5/Eg.htm products manufactured before January 31, 2009 will be exempt from the new
labeling requirements until July 31, 2009. For products manufactured after January 31
2009, imported raw or processed organic agricultural products must be sourced from COA
recognized countries of equivalence and must comply with new labeling requirements. This
report summarizes the application process and labeling requirements for organic products
based on the recent web site announcement and presentation made by the chief of the COA’s
Agriculture and Food Agency at a recent AmCham workshop.

Step 2:
Application Process Map

Products Applications
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5. Other docurments

recuired by the central
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Application Requirements

To obtain the required approval for organic claims on the packaging, the importer must
submit an application for AFA’s review. The required documentation is stipulated in Article 4
of the new regulations (see below). This documentation must be issued by the accredited
certification agency providing the traceability information stated as referenced in Article 5.
An example of the USDA TM11 export certificate form can be found below.
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Article 4

When an agricultural product or processed agricultural product is to be imported and
sold as organic, the importer shall complete an application form and attach the
following documents in duplicate and apply to the central competent authority for

review prior to sale:

1.A photocopy of business registration certificate;

2.Documents demonstrating that the imported agricultural products or
processed agricultural products have been granted organic certification;
3.Related quarantine documents of the imported agricultural products or processed

agricultural products;
4.Chinese product labeling; and

5.0ther documents required by the central competent authority.

Traceability Certification

In Article 5, the required information below
corresponds to the USDA TM11 export
certificate form found to the right. >>>>>>

1. The name and address of the
factory/farm (the final certified
farm/co-packer, not the trading
company)

2. Name of the importer (buyer)

3. The product name and its batch
number (“batch” refers to “lot
number” of the final certified
farm/processor where the products
are from.)

4. % of organic raw materials (must
equal to or greater than 95% of
organic ingredient and doesn’t need to
disclose the formula)

5. Weight or volume of the product

6. Name and address of the certification
body

7. The date of issuance (no more than
three months prior to the date of
receipt of the application form to COA
AFA.)

8. Other items required by the central
competent authority

REPRODUCE LOGALLY. include form aumber and date on alf reproductions. FORM APPROVED - OMB NO. 0581-0191

A knowingly false entry or false alteration of any enlry on this certificate

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE
USDA AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE may result in a fine of not more than §10,000 or imprisonmant for not
S

HATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM more than five ears or bath {18 USG 1061) and may resul n revocation
_ of accreditation under the Nalional Organic Program (7 U.S.C. 6518)
EXPORT CERTIFICATE
'COUNTRY OF DESTINATION = 7 DATE
Taiwan +| 11/12/2008

EXPORTED BY (Name and address Including ZIP Gode) PRODUCT EXPORTED FROM

f XXX company Los Angeles, CA
¢« Address
CONSIGNED TO (Name and address including ZiP Code)
2 ABC gompa”y (. [CERTIFYING AGENT 15SUING CERTIFICATE
Taipei, Taiwan .

Quality Assurance Internatienal {(QAI)
9191 Towne Centre Drive, Suite 510

TOTAL MARKED NET WEIGHT [ TOTAL CONTAINERS

3,000 LBS. 75 San Diego, CA 92122 USA
MARKED NUMBER OF
3 . PRODUCT AS LABELED 3. LOT NUMBER ¥/ 5 « WEIGHT OF PACKAGES IN 4 .S;:I,:::;G 1 . PRODUCER
LOT &/ LOT 1/
ALMONDS 102108 2000LBS. |50 1005% ORGANG | WAYMOUTH FARMS
WALNUTS 091008 1,000 LBS. | 25 100% ORGANIC | WAYMOUTH FARMS

1/ As stated by exporter

REMARKS

Is required to be issued by the certification agency

ICERTIFY that the agricultural products specified hereon have been certified by a USDA accredited organic certifying agent and
i i i anic Program.

SIGNATURE OF ACCREDITED CERTIFYING AGENT DATE

NOT VALID UNLESS SIGNED BY AL TIVE OF A USDA 'ORGANIC CERTIFYING AGENT

No financial liability shall attach to the United States Department of Agriculture or to any officer or representative of the
Depariment with respect to thig certif

‘Accarding 10 tha Paparwork Reduclion Acl of 1895, & agancy may not conduct of sponsor, and @ peraon Is not required to respond to a colieclion of informalon uriess
 dlaplays 2 valld OMB conirol number. The valld OMS cortrol numbar for his Information colsction s 0581-0191. Th time requirad to complale this Information
colloction Is estimated o average 16 minutes por person, Including the Ume for reviewing Instructions, sestching exisiing data sources, gathering and maintdning the
data necded, and compialing an raviewing the collaction of information.

the U.5. Dapariment of Agricutura {USDA) prohibis discdmination In & s progrems and aciivies on the basis of racs, calor, natienal origin, gendes, relfgion, 858,
iefs, cisablity, saxual orientation, and marhal or femiy staus. (Nt all prohiblled bases appiy to all programs.) Persons with disabiilies who fequire

atornalive means for communlcation of program Information (Brallle, kerge prini, audsolapa, ele.) should contacl USDA's TARGET Canler ol 202-720-2600

(voice and TOD). To fle a complaint of discriminatian, wiits USDA, Direcior, Offica of Givil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitlen Bullding, 1400 Indopandence Avenue,

SW, Washinglon, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5064 (voice and TDD). USDA Is an equal opeortunily provider and employer.

M1 o1<3)

Labeling Requirements

According to Item 6 of Article 8, the products are required to carry a “serial” number
approved by the AFA on a batch basis for every organic product shipment to Taiwan. The

AFA will authorize the importers to create their own “serial” number for the organic products
they bring into Taiwan. The number must include 16 digits as follows (XXX-XXXXXXXX-
XXXXX): code #1-3 represents the Taiwan calendar year, code #4-11 represents the
importer company’s ID number, code#12-16 represents the non-duplicated sequential
number the importer applies for starting from 00001. PLEASE NOTE: Taiwan’s official
calendar year is 11 years behind the international calendar year. For example, the current
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international calendar year of 2009 is 98 in Taiwan'’s official calendar year. Therefore for code
#1-3, the importer should state 098.

Article 8

The central competent authority shall issue an organic labeling approval document to
the applicant when the imported organic agricultural products and processed products
pass the review.

The organic labeling approval document mentioned above shall state the following

items:

1.The name and address of the importer;

2.The name of the factory (farm) in foreign countries;
3.The name and batch number of the products;
4.The weight or volume of the products;

5.The name of the certification body; and

6.The number of the organic labeling approval document.

Appendix 1: Translation of the execution guidelines of Article 27

The original notification which was posted in Chinese on January 22, 2008 can be found at:

http://gazette.nat.gov.tw/EG_FileManager/eqguploadpub/eg015016/ch07/type2/gov62/

num35/Eg.htm)

This is the ATO’s unofficial translation of the posting: Agricultural Production and
Certification Act: the execution guidelines of Article 27

paragraph 1 of
article 6.

3. The violator will be fined according to

Category of Case Procedures Remark
Any agricultural Phase 1. 1. To identify the
product operator 1. Enforcement period: January 31, product
who sells organic 2009-July 31, 2009 manufactured
agricultural products 2. Fine applies to: any raw or processed after January
without complying organic agricultural products 31, 2009, the
with the paragraph 1 manufactured after January 31, manufacturing
of article 5 or 2009 and selling with organic claims. date on the

product labeling

subparagraph 2 of paragraph 1 of is used as proof.
article 23. If the product is
Phase 2. not labeled with
1. Enforcement period: from August 1, the
2009 manufacturing
2. Fine applies to any raw or processed date, the
organic agricultural products with business
organic claims operator is
3. The violator will be fined according to required to
subparagraph 2 of paragraph 1 of provide the
article 23. related
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Any agricultural
product operator
who sells products
with organic claims
but the products are
not certified to be

1. From January 31, 2009

2. Fine applies: any raw or processed
organic agricultural products sell with
organic claims

3. The violator will be fined according to
subparagraph 2 of paragraph 1 of

organic or not article 21.
allowed to use the
organic seal (fake
labels).
Phase 1.

Any agricultural
product operator
who sells products
with organic claims
but does not comply
with the labeling
requirements
stipulated in
paragraph 2 and
paragraph 2 of
article 6.

1. Enforcement period: January 31,
2009-July 31, 2009

2. Fine applies to: any raw or processed
organic agricultural products
manufactured after January 31,
2009 and selling with organic claims

3. The violator will be fined according to
subparagraph 1 of paragraph 1 of
article 24.

Phase 2

1. Enforcement period: from August 1,
2009

2. Fine applies to: any raw or processed
organic agricultural selling with
organic claims

3. The violator will be fined according to
subparagraph 1 of paragraph 1 of

article 24.
Any agricultural 1. Enforcement period: From January 31,
product operator 2009

who sells products
with organic claims
and does not comply
with the requirement
of no use of
chemical pesticides,
manure, livestock
medication or any
other chemical
compounds (in
article 13)

2. Fine applies: any raw or processed
organic agricultural products selling
with organic claims

3. The violator will be fined according to
subparagraph 4 of paragraph 1 article
24.

related
information as
proof.
According to
article 25, if the
fine is confirmed
and applied, the
central
competency
authority is
allowed to
announce the
name and the
address of the
agricultural
product
operator, the
name of the
agricultural
products, and
the violation
details.
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Appendix 2: Copy of USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service TM-11 form which is used to
accompany organic product exports from the United States.

Fexmn

REFRODUCE LOCALLY. Insiude frm number and sdiion date an alt oS . FOIRM & PRROVED = OME MO, 03810991

USDA :é%?:uu TL'“H.TH,L%&,;JJF'P%,E A knowingly faka entry of false dteratian of arw sntry an this cadifcate may

=1 METICHAL DRGAMIC PROGRAM rasUE 0 & e of mat mera then 11,000 or impnsenmeant far rat marg than

_ fwe wears or bath (12 USS 1001 jand may resul in revacetion of aceradtation
EXPORT CERTIEICATE undar the Natioral Orgaric Program [T LLS.C 85195

COUNTRY OF DESTIMNATHON DATE

EXFORTED BY (Mame and address inclugng IIF Code) [PRODUCT EXFORTED FROM

CONSIGNED TO (Masis and address including I Code}

CERTIFYING ASENT ISSUING CERTIFICATE

TOTAL MARKED RET WEIGHT TOTAL CONTAINERS

M REED MURAEER OF FACKAZES

PRODUCT A5 LASELED LOT MUNBER 1 | wEIGHT oF LaT 2 NLOT 1 SHIFPIMNG MARKS PRODUCER

;r Az stmton by sxporter
REMARKS

| CERTIFY that the agneubural products spanfiad heremn hewve biean cerfified by a LS00 acoraditad orpanic carlifang agert and have tean bund to
mest all gpplicable requimmants of the Ketianal Crganic Frogam

SIGHATURE OF ACCRECITED CERTIFYING AGENT DATE

NOT WAL ID UMLESS SIGHMED BY & DEZIGHATED REPRESENTATIVE OF & LISDA ACCREDITED ORGAMIC CERT FYIMG LGEMT

M P Al NSty Sall SHSeh & ihe (h0Ted Siafes Do Trsl of ARRCLBLG o 50 Siy SO 0o e S fadiieg oF e D pariman [ willy raspect & e
ceiesds

NOTE: The following statements are made in accaondance with the Privacy act of 1974 [UL5.C. 522a] and the Papenwork Reduction ot of 1885, as
amended. The authonty for requesting this nirmration to be suppled on this fom s he Agricufural Maneting Agreemant Act of 1937, Sacs 1-18, 48
Steb. 31, ez amended, [7 LS.C BI1-874] Fumishing te requestad informetion o nacansey for the adiministreton of this program . Submisgion of the
Tax |dertification Number [TIN ) or Employver ldertification Mumber [EIN] s mandatory, and will be used to detarmine affilation o ertiy identity. Please
rate that badeground statamants will nat bacoma irwalid if a TIN or EIM is not disclesed. &ccordng bo the Paparsark Reduction &ct of 1535 an agency
meny ot conduct or spansor, end & persan is not reguired to respand te a collaction ot iInfarmeation unless Edepays a valid SME contrd rarmbar, The
vakd OME cortral numbsar far this infamation callectionis 0551-0191. The time required to camplate this imkrmation collecion is estimated 1 average
43 hours par respansa, induding the fma for revierang instruchons, searching sasing data saurces, gathanng and maintaining e data nesdad, and
complating and reviceing tha collsction of informatkan, The LS. Department of Agricutture [LISCA] prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
acimitias on tha basis aof reca, color, nebianal ongin, sex . raligion. age. disabilbe. paltical beliefs. seeoal nientabon. ar mantal ar Brmiy stabus (Kot al
prahibited basas epply to @l programs. | Persors with disehilias wha require dtemelive means for communication of program infermation (Bralle, lage
pan, sudotape, etc.) shoud confact USOWs TARGET Carter at 202-720-2600 (voice and TOO). To file & complant of dismiration, waite fo US0a,
Director, Office of Ol Rights, 1400 nodapendence Svanua, 5 W, Washington, Do 200500410, or cal (300) TA5AZTE [vaice) or (3021 TILAIRT
[TOD) USDA IS an equal oppartunily prosdder and employer

A1 (130T | Heglaces | verson. Fomm desigred by SRS usng Miorosoft Word
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